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EUROPEAN COMMISSION
SECRETARIAT-GENERAL

The Secretary General

Brussels, 17 ffV, ZD06
SG.B .2/0K/IS/tf D(2006) "".1""

Mr Kober-Smith
Kober-Smith & Associates
6 Carlos Place
London WIK 3AP

United Kingdom

by email:
markkobersmith(iiJ,btconnect.com

Subject: Confirmatory application for access to documents under Regulation
No. 1049/2001

Dear Mr Kober-Smith,

I refer to your letter of 8 December 2005, registered on 15 December 2005, in which, in
accordance with Regulation (EC) N° 1049/20011,you request the review of the decision
of the Directorate General "Internal Market and Services" of23 November 2005, refusing
you access to the internal Commission documents containing detailed information on the
follow-up given to your complaints on notaries.

Having carefully re-examined your request, I regret to inform you that I have to confirm
the initial refusal of the Directorate-General "Internal Market and Services" for the
reasons set out below.

1. Scope of your application

You request disclosure of the arguments in the possession of the Commission in
support of the claim that the notaries are invested with official authority and to the
Commission's "written analysis" of such arguments. This request is related to
complaints you made to the Commission with regard to the nationality requirement
for notaries and which led to formal investigations concerning nine Member States.

The Directorate-General "Internal Market and Services" considered the request for
information on the follow up of these proceedings made in your e-mail of 8
November 2005 as a request for access to internal documents containing the
requested infQrmation. It decided to deny access to these documents on 23
November 2005.
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